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The advance of sanitation in workshops has been less rapid. The dangers from bad sanitation are not only less obvious, but there is no liability for disease or death occurring as a result of improper sanitation. Future progress in sanitation demands not only cleanliness and ventilation but consideration must likewise be given to occupational diseases.
Still less progress has been made in promoting safe, sanitary, and comfortable houses for the workers. Little progress has been made in this direction because there has been a total lack of responsibility and no liability whatever for injury or ill-health caused to the workers or their families. Until recent years there has been indeed little, if any, community interest aroused in the housing problem of the workers. Squalor and almost un-livable conditions are still found in many homes of the workers whose compensation is inadequate and where the opportunity of the worker to associate with his fellow workmen for their industrial improvement is persistently and successfully denied.
One of the outstanding and most grievous features prevailing amongst these unorganized workers is the practice of having small children look after themselves while their parents are at work. The homes of these poorer workers in the main are heated by stoves, making it very easy for the children to seriously burn themselves or start a destructive blaze. In many cases these homes consist of dark, unsanitary, pest-ridden rooms and foodless kitchens. There can be no disagreement in the conclusion that such housing and conditions of homes should not be permitted to exist.
The past provisions for the housing of workmen have been generally bad, not alone in the larger cities, but in industrial communities of every size, and in rural districts as well. The importance of good sanitary standards is becoming generally recognized. The growing demand for sanitation in the home, as well as in the shop, and adequate and fit houses for the workers to live in, is the result of years of agitation and insistence on the part of the organized workers of our country. This development is due principally because of the organized workers1 demand for adequate wages and their pronouncement that the well-being of the community requires as good sanitary conditions for the wage earner and his family as for the families of those of a higher economic status.
The noticeably increasing public demand for the observance of proper sanitary standards in the building of new homes has